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Missoulians hit the polls, bars
FOUR MORE YEARSRESULTSBREAKDOWN
President Barack Obama gained 
another four years in the Oval Office 
Tuesday night after defeating Gov. 
Mitt Romney. 
After receiving the necessary 270 
electoral votes, Obama sent out a tweet 
thanking all of his supporters:
“This happened because of you. 
Thank you,” Obama’s official Twitter 
stream said. 
During his acceptance speech, he 
again credited his supporters. 
“The task of perfecting our union 
moves forward,” Obama said. “It 
moves forward because of you.”
Christopher Muste, a political sci-
ence professor at the University of 
Montana, said this was a narrow but 
clear victory for Obama. 
“A lot of people thought that Rom-
ney had the momentum,” Muste said. 
“Clearly that momentum he gained af-
ter the first debate stopped.”
Shibu Arens, an intern for the group 
Forward Montana, said Americans’ 
patience shows in these results.
“I don’t expect many changes,” 
Arens said. “He’s been doing things 
quite right, passing a lot of the right 
bills and just not marketing that cor-
rectly.”
Ashley Nerbovig
Montana Kaimin
Official White House Photo by Pete Souza
President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama watch from the White House roof as fireworks erupt over the National Mall, 
July 4, 2012. Obama was reelected Tuesday night for another term.
See PRESIDENT, page 10
Heated Montana senate race still undecided
Austin Green
Montana Kaimin
Incumbent senator Jon Tester held 
a slight lead over challenger Denny 
Rehberg as the Kaimin went to press 
Wednesday morning. With numbers re-
ported from 484 of the 794 precincts, Tes-
ter received 49 percent of the vote, while 
Rehberg won 45 percent. Libertarian 
Dan Cox received six percent of the vote. 
As expected, the high-profile race 
was one of the most tightly contested 
in the nation. Two Lee Newspaper polls 
conducted in September and October 
showed Rehberg had a slight advantage, 
but both were within the margin of er-
ror.
The race was also the 10th-most ex-
pensive senate battle in 2012, with the 
two campaigns combining to spend 
roughly $40 million leading up to Elec-
tion Day. According to the Wesleyan Me-
dia Project, the campaigns and outside 
interest groups bombarded Montanans 
with over 25,000 ads in the first three 
weeks of October. That was over 7,000 
ads more than the next closest state. 
Tester’s campaign focused on his sup-
port for keeping federal surveillance off 
of public lands and improving health 
See SENATE, page 10
President & Vice President
Democrat
Barack Obama & Joe Biden
169,564 votes  41.36 percent
Libertarian 
Gary Johnson James P. Gray
11671 votes  2.8 percent
Republican
Mitt Romney & Paul Ryan
225862 votes   55.09 percent
United States Senator
Democrat
Jon Tester
198214 votes  48.42 percent
Libertarian
Dan Cox
26,550 votes   6.49 percent
Republican
Denny Rehberg
184,102 votes   44.97 percent
United States Represenative
Democrat
Kim Gillan
171936 votes  42.51 percent
Libertarian
David Kaiser
15,989 votes   3.96 percent
Republican
Steve Daines
215,912 votes   53.42 percent
Govenor & Lt. Govenor
Democrat
Steve Bullock & John Walsh
199,524 votes   48.83. percent
Libertarian 
Ron Vandevender & Marc Mulcahy
15,086  votes  3.69 percent
Republican 
Rick Hill & Jon Sonju
193,542 votes   47.37 percent
Legistative referendum 120
70.68 percent for
29.32 percent against
Legistative referendum 121
79.68 percent for
20.32 percent against
Legistative referendum 122
67.15 percent for
32.85 percent against
Legistative intiative 124
56.91 percent for
43.09 percent against
Initiative 166
74.81 percent for
25.19 percent against
Results as of 5:30 a.m. 
from electionresults.sos.mt.gov
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GOT NEWS?
We’ve got news for you. Please 
send any news tips, ideas and 
press releases to 
EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
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POLITICAL COLUMN
By Cassidy Belus
It’s not over yet
RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE
Just so you know, we wrote this editorial before polls even opened on Tuesday. 
You might be happy with the 
results. 
You might be thinking Amer-
ica is looking pretty nice right 
about now.
You might not be happy with 
today’s results.
You might be thinking Canada 
is looking pretty nice right about 
now. 
Regardless, unless you decide 
to uproot your life and flee the 
country, you live in America. If 
you don’t like the way things are 
going, change them.
If you need to have your rant, 
go ahead. (I would suggest an out-
let other than Facebook. Everyone 
is sick of that by now.) But then be 
done with it. Whining for the next 
four years isn’t going to get you or 
what you believe anywhere. If you 
have a problem, it’s time to be pro-
active. Complaining won’t change 
who was elected into office. 
The country made a decision 
based on a fair process that al-
lows us to pick who our leader is. 
EDITOR’S COLUMN
EDITORIAL
Quit bitchin’; pitch in
If you’re not voting and you are 
of age, you really don’t have any 
reason to complain. That, in and 
of itself, is a privilege you need to 
remember and appreciate even if 
what you hoped for didn’t come 
to fruition. A level of patriotism 
should always be maintained. 
You shouldn’t support your 
country only when your political 
party is represented in the Oval 
Office. You should support your 
country all of the time. Question 
things, always. Question your 
leaders. Question their decisions. 
You live in a country where a sta-
ble and free life is possible,  a coun-
try that promotes the inclusion of 
your voice. 
There are things you can do.
Be active in your local govern-
ment. Write to your local politi-
cians. Attend city council meet-
ings. Speak up and keep informed 
on issues. 
Local issues are going to im-
pact your day-to-day life, anyway. 
State tax policy and public educa-
tion are not entirely in the hands of 
the president. These types of poli-
cies are at a level well within your 
reach as a citizen of the United 
States.
You don’t live in a country 
where your speech is stifled or 
where each and every decision is 
made by a dictator. You live in a 
country where you can voice your 
opinion without repercussion. You 
can spur change through protest, 
activism and communicating with 
the political officials around you. 
Once you bring awareness to a 
subject and find a politician who 
believes in what you are saying, 
you can begin making waves.
Until then, have your cry. Then 
remember: It’s time to move on.
editor@montanakaimin.com
Visit the Kaimin Facebook to see the alternative, Romney-victory comic. 
The results are in. The people have spoken. Then the Electoral 
College was like, “eh,” and did what it wanted. But in the end, 
here we are: Obama has been re-elected. So enjoy your celebratory 
hangover and catching up on Facebook smack talk today because 
this win isn’t something to be taken lightly. I was totally stress eat-
ing some pumpkin bread last night. 
In the next four years Obama needs to impress us with some 
dazzling presidential decisions. I love the politeness, but this is 
politics. Even more importantly, our generation needs to stay in-
volved. We sent in our ballots, we watched the polls, but it doesn’t 
end there.  
Many of us saw a victory last night, but on a much more per-
sonal level — a state level — we need to keep fighting. Women 
swayed this election. Our rights are still under fire. Our lady parts 
aren’t safe yet. Referendum 120, which requires parental notifi-
cation before a minor gets an abortion, gained a lot of support. 
Planned Parenthood constantly faces cuts and threats from the 
GOP. The legality of abortion is, as always, being decided by men. 
Our president might be liberal, but our state isn’t. For those of 
you who care: Don’t ignore state politics. After multiple (delight-
ful) rants from my poli-sci-major girlfriend, I had an epiphany: 
State politics matter more because our votes truly count. Sitting 
in the Kaimin office last night wishing I could go home, I watched 
the results roll in for referendums that I voted on and, whoa, some 
of them actually went my way. I was productive! I helped better 
society! I got a sticker! 
Politics get a bad rap for being skeezy and underhanded — com-
pletely deserving it most of the time — but why don’t we change 
that? College students are busy; we can’t all spend our time click-
ing refresh on the Huffington Post. But there are simple solutions 
to moving the political landscape forward, ones that don’t even 
involve leaving campus. 
If state or national elections don’t get you in a tizzy, there are 
times that the University has to at least irk you. Though the best 
part of ASUM elections is most definitely the posters, it also pres-
ents the most basic level of civil involvement that would affect our 
lives. It’s kind of a big deal. Even just showing up to the documen-
taries put on by Students for Peace and Justice and engaging in the 
discussions afterward helps to further political awareness. 
We need to vote and we need to become activists for the issues 
that matter to us. Elect competent officials in our school, state and 
country. Pass out flyers, watch a documentary, and do not fall into 
apathy. You just might find a way to make a difference.
cassidy.belus@umontana.edu
EDITORIAL CARTOON
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@NicNicStasIs anyone really that surprised? I mean, Beyonce pretty much picked him... #Obama2012 |  @RebeccaSchinsky Damn, y’all. It feels good to be a woman in #election2012.
Montana voters approved all 
five ballot initiatives Tuesday, 
showing largely unified opinion 
despite controversy in the months 
leading to the election.
One of the measures that 
passed, LR-120, restricts the ability 
of minors under the age of 16 to re-
ceive a confidential abortion. In the 
past, girls as young as 13 could end 
their pregnancies without paren-
tal involvement. For organizations 
such as Planned Parenthood of 
Montana, it is seen as a blow to the 
safety of young women in abusive 
situations. 
“We know it’s a difficult is-
sue,” said Joe Slemberger, the male 
services outreach educator for 
Planned Parenthood in Montana. 
“The thing with LR-120 is that it 
involves some of the most at-risk 
and vulnerable teens in the state 
of Montana … It means that a teen 
who was sexually abused by a 
family member could be forced to 
notify (that) family member before 
terminating that pregnancy.” 
Now, physicians are legally 
obligated to inform the parent or 
guardian of a pregnant minor un-
der the age of 16 at least 48 hours 
before performing an abortion. If 
they fail to give notification, they 
can be fined up to  $500, get six 
months jail time or both. That re-
quirement can be waived if the 
minor successfully petitions the 
youth court. Exceptions can be 
granted if the court decides the mi-
nor is fit to decide whether to have 
an abortion, if there is evidence of 
abuse by the parent or guardian or 
if notifying the parent wouldn’t be 
in the youth’s best interest. Anyone 
who coerces a minor to have an 
abortion is also legally liable under 
LR-120, punishable by a $1,000 fine 
and up to a year of jail on the first 
offense.
Montana voters also opted to 
support LR-121 and deny state ser-
vices to illegal aliens. Services such 
as state-funded student financial 
aid, professional licenses, unem-
ployment insurance and services 
for victims of crime and for the 
physically disabled will now only 
be available to U.S. citizens and 
legal aliens. Any person applying 
for these services must prove they 
are a citizen or legal alien of the 
U.S. Applicants may be screened 
through the same system used by 
the federal government to identify 
illegal aliens, or an agency may use 
“any other lawful method of mak-
ing the determination.” 
Voters also took on the hot topic 
of health care reform, passing LR-
122. Also known as the Montana 
Health Care Freedom Act, LR-122 
operates counter to the federal Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act passed in 2010. It prohib-
its both the state and federal gov-
ernments from requiring citizens 
to purchase health insurance and 
from applying any kind of penalty 
for remaining uninsured. The act 
does not apply to certain situations 
such as child support enforce-
ment or the mandatory coverage 
required by Montana universities. 
Montana voters supported the 
severely limited use of medical 
marijuana under Senate Bill 423, 
which will keep the industry oper-
ating the way it has since the law 
passed last year. The bill repealed 
Montana’s previous medical mari-
juana program, I-148, and put sig-
nificant restrictions on patients, 
physicians and providers of medi-
cal marijuana. The standards now 
call on local governments to regu-
late medical marijuana providers, 
who are prohibited from accept-
ing payment of any kind for their 
products. Each provider is limited 
to three patients, and each patient 
has to demonstrate chronic pain. 
A strong majority of Montan-
ans voted in favor of I-166, a hotly 
contested item establishing that 
corporations are not entitled to 
constitutional rights because they 
are not human beings. A major 
component of the initiative deals 
with campaign spending, but the 
intricacies of political speech reach 
into government throughout the 
election cycle. In upholding I-166, 
Montanans affirm that money is to 
be considered property, rather than 
a form of speech. 
heather.jurva@umontana.edu
Heather Jurva
Montana Kaimin
Abortion, illegal immigrant laws change; medical marijuana act upheld
No contest: MT’s five ballot intiatives pass
In a close race, Democrat Steve 
Bullock remains ahead for the gu-
bernatorial race Wednesday morn-
ing when the Kaimin went to press. 
He hangs on to his lead by less than 
two percent of the vote. 
Over the past few months, the 
race has been tight. The last week of 
the campaign greatly focused on the 
legality of the $500,000 donation Re-
publican Rick Hill received from the 
Montana Republican Party. The do-
nation was made after Oct. 3, when 
state campaign contribution limits 
were declared unconstitutional. On 
the Oct. 9, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals restored the limits, block-
ing the repeal. At this point, Bullock 
sued Hill, demanding that he return 
the money.  
This debate overshadowed cam-
paign issues in that last week, but 
University of Montana political sci-
ence professor Robert Saldin doesn’t 
think it will affect Hill’s chances.
“I think it all comes down to how 
people view this issue. I think it was 
a conscious choice made on part 
of that campaign. That $500,000, I 
don’t think that’s going to swing 
the election,” he said. “They could 
have ignored it and talked about 
other things, but it seems to me they 
made a conscious decision to make 
this an issue on the assumption that 
it would work to their advantage. I 
think if they didn’t think I would 
have worked in their advantage they 
wouldn’t have done it.”
Mike Hopkins, the president of 
College Republicans at the Univer-
sity of Montana believes that voters 
paid more attention to Hill’s plat-
form than the controversial dona-
tion. 
In regard to education, Hopkins 
said that Hill cares more about giv-
ing families choices for educating 
their children. 
If elected, Hill has said through-
out his campaign that he will focus 
on bringing more high-paying jobs 
into the state. “We have the potential 
to create new jobs in mining, timber, 
and agriculture; but over-regulation 
and over-zealous litigation has held 
that potential back,” he says on his 
site. 
With an increase of revenue from 
natural resources, Hill plans to re-
duce taxes for property owners as 
well as see to the funding of educa-
tion. Hopkins sees this as the best 
way to curb tuition. 
“As far as education in general 
and tuition, I just always go to en-
ergy,” he said. 
Bullock supports Governor Bri-
an Schweitzer’s proposed tuition 
freeze, saying that if elected he will 
see it through.  The need comes from 
the demand for skilled employees, 
he said during his campaign. 
As an attempt to stimulate spend-
ing throughout the economy, Bull-
ock proposes using the state’s gen-
eral fund surplus for a one-time $400 
rebate for homeowners.  
Though at this time Bullock is 
leading the race, Saldin doesn’t 
think it is likely he will be elected, 
due to Montana’s heavy Republican 
background. 
“I think it’s a little of a surprise 
if Bullock wins just because this en-
vironment for Democrats is a tough 
one,” Saldin said. “You have a very 
formidable challenger in Rick Hill. 
He used to be a member of congress. 
So to the extent that Bullock wins, I 
think that’s a big win for the Demo-
crats.”
The final results will be online 
later today.
Cassidy.belus@umontana.edu
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DANCE-A-THON
Food Drive
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10
10:30AM - 12:30PM
FITNESS & RECREATION CENTER, GYM #3
(406) 243-2804www.umt.edu/fitness
Bring at least 1 non-perishable food item as your entry!
Two hours of Zumba & Oula to benefit the Missoula Food Bank
Open to the Public
YOUR
COMMENTS
Down with the electoral votes...
Mewatis Montana: 
Sarah Wood:
Dylan Klapmeier:
 That not too many college grads 
are going to have jobs for four 
more years.
Tyce KappaSigma East-
Helena Dagel-Bjorklund:
Jeff Blanchet:
Jed Clampet:
Bullock maintains lead
Cassidy Bleus
Montana Kaimin
@KeoNozari Soooo proud that Tammy Baldwin has made history as 1st LGBT Senator!!! Hooray Wisconsin!!! =) #FB
Candace Rojo/Montana Kaimin
Montana Governor candidate Steve Bullock gives a speech as election results for Montana 
continued to stream in Tuesday night in Helena, Mont at the Great Northern Hotel.
Coming from elsewhere in the 
world (ie not USA), it kinda did 
seem like the world would end 
if Romney had won. It’s not the Mormon, 
it’s not the Republican that’s the problem. 
It’s the contradictions, the foreign policy, 
and the running America into the ground 
to the extent that US domestic policy would 
impact the rest of the world.
NO MORE CAMPAIGN ADS 
THANK THE LORDS!
It cracks me up how people act 
like it’s the end of the world if 
their candidate doesn’t get elected.
How come ND can count faster 
than Montana....Montana is the butt 
of the Montana-ND jokes tonight.
Sean Jeffery: 
Happy we can all be friends again 
:) . 
Mariel Maxted:
 I feel... like putting my head 
and my hands. I feel hopeless. 
I guess those who expect free 
hand-outs will get it for another 4 years, and 
the great American Work Ethic is dying a 
slow and painful death.
Tight race has yet to be decided
Montana Kaimin
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@hazeshanshan This is way too close for comfort. #ivoted  | @AndyShirtliff  Stay in line! Stay in line! Stay in line! #mtpol
Daines dominates in Montana House race
Jessica Roden
Montana Kaimin
In the final moments of the 
Montana House of Representatives 
race, Republican front-runner Steve 
Daines cruised to victory ahead of 
Democratic candidate Kim Gillan 
early Wednesday. 
As of press time, Daines had 
53.25 percent, Gillian had 42.7 per-
cent, and Kaiser, the libertarian can-
didate 3.94 percent of the vote. 
Daines, 50, a former business-
man from Bozeman, ran on the 
platform of “more jobs, less gov-
ernment.” He described Obama’s 
health care agenda as a complicated 
plan full of false promises and said 
he would support a repeal of the act. 
Gillan, 60, a state legislator in 
Billings since 1997, said she had a 
proven track record of working 
with both Democrats and Repub-
licans. She started her campaign 
later than Daines and struggled to 
attract the electorate’s attention, ac-
cording to earlier polls. 
Brandon Simpson, a Univer-
sity of Montana sophomore and 
the state chairman of the College 
Republicans, was with Daines in 
Bozeman when the victory was an-
nounced. 
“Everyone’s really happy here,” 
Simpson said. “Everyone’s really 
excited, relieved maybe, that the 
process has paid off.”
Simpson interned for Daines 
over the summer and continued 
to work on the campaign through-
out the semester. He said he thinks 
Daines’ election will benefit stu-
dents. 
“(Daines) has a pretty big focus 
on the next generation,” Simpson 
said. “He’s told us many times he’s 
running for my generation.” 
HanaSara Ito, co-president of 
the University of Montana College 
Democrats, said she hopes Daines 
will take the voices of future leaders 
seriously. 
Ito said she thought Daines’ 
choice to oppose raising taxes un-
der any circumstances was dan-
gerous, though she wasn’t entirely 
pessimistic. 
“Very clearly the election of 
Daines (will) have a lot of unfor-
tunate consequences for student 
loans, but I think we could work 
with him,” she said. 
Asa Hohman, UM junior and 
former ASUM senator, said stu-
dents would suffer after the election 
of Daines.
“I would be afraid Daines would 
be less interested in the interests of 
students at a state level,” he said. 
“Gillan has been more forthright in 
her support of students.”
Hohman said he opposed 
Daines’ platform not to raise taxes 
under any circumstances because 
to maintain the average American 
standard of living, taxes need to go 
up. 
Daines enjoyed a wide margin 
throughout the campaign. As of 
Saturday, he led Gillan by 11 per-
cent, according to a Lee newspaper 
poll. 
Of the 625 registered voters sam-
pled by phone the week before the 
election, 51 percent said they would 
vote for Daines, while 40 percent 
said they would vote for Gillan, 8 
percent said they were undecided, 
and one percent would vote for Lib-
ertarian candidate David Kaiser. 
Six weeks ago a similar poll tak-
en by the same group found Daines 
had an eight-point lead, with 14 per-
cent undecided.
Daines unsuccessfully ran for 
lieutenant governor in 2008,  and 
has never held a public office before 
now. He raised almost $2 million 
for his campaign, compared with 
Gillan’s $820,000.
The two faced off in their last 
debate on Oct. 13 in Bozeman. They 
particularly clashed over taxes. Gil-
lan supported raising taxes for big 
corporations while Daines did not 
support raising taxes under any cir-
cumstances. 
Gillan questioned Daines over 
his support of the Ryan budget 
plan, which she said would cut 
Medicare and hurt seniors. Daines 
argued the plan would not effect 
those 55 and older. 
Ito said she hopes Daines can fo-
cus on issues important to students.
“No matter who gets elected, I 
really hope we can put our colors 
aside and get to the point,” Ito said. 
“(The point is) that we’re struggling 
and we need help.”
jessicaroden@umontana.edu
Courtesy Photos
Republican candidate Steve Daines beat Democratic candidate Kim Gillan in the Montana House of Representatives race.
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The number of absentee bal-
lots cast for Tuesday’s election 
reached record-high numbers 
in Missoula County and the 
rest of the state.
According to the Montana 
Secretary of State website, over 
300,000 absentee ballots were 
distributed statewide and most 
of those had been turned in by 
Election Day. 
Rebecca Connors, Missoula 
County election coordinator, 
said 42,537 absentee ballots 
were issued this year in Mis-
soula County. That is more than 
twice the number of ballots is-
sued in 2008.  
  Connors said voters like the 
convenience of having a mail-
in ballot. Absentee voters avoid 
lines at registration and polling 
areas and long waits. Voters 
also have more time to fill their 
ballots out if they vote absentee.
“This is a lengthy ballot,” 
Connors said. “People can 
study the ballot for a period of 
time at their home.” 
James Lopach, a political sci-
ence professor at UM, said the 
surge in absentee voting during 
this election cycle was probably 
because campaigns and parties, 
which used to oppose the idea 
of early voting, are now pro-
moting it.
Lopach said campaigns are 
hoping that through early vot-
ing, people will cast their votes 
when the momentum is with a 
specific candidate.
“People don’t know what’s go-
ing to happen in a campaign,” 
Lopach said. “They want to get 
people out when it’s good.”
Record number of  absentee ballots cast in Montana
Hanah Redman
Montana Kaimin
Lopach said those previ-
ously opposed to early voting 
claimed there was a greater 
opportunity for fraud; it was 
too expansive of a project and 
it prevented rational voting 
because the vote is cast before 
all the information is revealed. 
However, campaigns now 
think of it as potentially help-
ful, he said. 
“Not only do they want to 
take advantage of maybe a tem-
porary popularity of their can-
didate, but they’re thinking it’s 
a way of building momentum,” 
Lopach said. 
Lopach also said some states 
release the absentee results 
ahead of the election, which 
could influence voters to per-
ceive a likely winner before 
Election Day.
Campaigns and parties are 
not the only groups advocating 
for voters to consider mail-in 
ballots. 
Anne Hughes, the Missoula 
County elections office spokes-
woman, said the elections of-
fice encouraged voters to vote 
absentee because good absen-
tee records help the office keep 
its voter database up-to-date. 
When someone requests an ab-
sentee ballot, the office sends a 
letter confirming that the voter 
wants the ballot, which helps 
the office confirm the voters’ 
address.
Early voting also helps 
streamline things on Election 
Day, Hughes said.
“Turnout at voting places is 
smaller,” she said. “Lines today 
aren’t as long as they would be 
eight years ago.”
Hughes said the ballot-
counting process is more ef-
ficient because the legislature 
passed a law allowing coun-
ties to prepare absentee ballots 
for counting the day before the 
election. The ballots are then 
counted on Election Day after 
the polls have closed.  
“It gives us the chance to get 
ready, and get those results to 
you faster,” she said.
hanah.schwippert-redman@umontana.edu
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Election official Cedric Hames takes an absentee ballot from UM student Marley Striebel at the precinct 76 polling place in the University Center 
Tuesday afternoon.
@dopekyza   if Romney gets elected I hope Kanye interrupts his acceptance speech and talks about how Obama should have won.
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WASHINGTON – I took a deep 
breath when I entered the Metro 
car, 80 percent certain I stepped 
onto the correct train and 50 percent 
sure I knew which stop to take. The 
seats were filled so I joined those 
crowded in the aisle and clung to 
the metal bar above me.
As I turned my head in search 
of a subway map, I felt something 
touch my cheek.
“Oh, sorry,” I said to the man 
standing next to me when I real-
ized I had bumped into his news-
paper.
He didn’t even nod. He didn’t 
even flinch. His eyes never drifted 
away from the page. My curiosity 
got the best of me as I peered over 
his shoulder to steal a glance at 
what I assumed must be a Pulitzer-
worthy article.
Then I saw the headline: 
“Obama scrubs stadium speech 
over weather concerns.”
Really, I thought. Really? Is this 
city so politically obsessed that people 
would rather read about the weather at 
the Democratic National Convention 
in North Carolina than acknowledge 
those standing next to them?
Although not everyone in 
Washington, D.C. would act the 
way that man did on the Metro, the 
above scenario is not uncommon. I 
admit that three months ago before 
moving across the country for an 
internship, I paid little attention to 
the presidential race. I cared more 
about the investigations into sexual 
assault cases at the University of 
Montana, hiking up Mount Sen-
tinel and shopping for the perfect 
pair of cowboy boots to wear to our 
nation’s capital.
When I got off the Metro that 
day in early September, I vowed 
never to fall victim to the D.C. bub-
ble. That’s why I proudly wear my 
cowboy boots on the weekends, 
even if my roommates laugh and 
people give me strange looks.
I may appear like a Montanan 
on the outside, but staying true to 
my favorite state has proved more 
difficult than I imagined.
Like so many others do in 
Washington, my first mistake was 
subscribing to the Washington 
Post. Campaign stories consistent-
ly dominated the front page the 
past few months, and my eyes are 
drawn to them like magnets.
Every news story that pertains 
to the election gets amplified here, 
no matter how far away it occurred 
or how insignificant it might seem.
It doesn’t matter if it’s the con-
gressional investigation into the 
attacks on the American consulate 
in Benghazi, Libya, the president’s 
lackluster performance in the first 
debate or the bromance between 
President Barack Obama and New 
Jersey governor Chris Christie – ev-
eryone’s talking about it. The closer 
to Election Day, the worse the ad-
diction to polling data and cam-
paign gossip becomes.
Yet with all the hype comes 
a certain irony: The fate of the 
Senate’s political makeup might 
very well rest on Montana, and few 
here seem to notice.
Kathryn Tokle, a junior political 
science major at UM who’s also in 
Washington completing an intern-
ship, sums up the disconnect better 
than I. She spent fall 2011 as an in-
tern on Sen. Jon Tester’s re-election 
campaign and has had a hard time 
keeping tabs on the race since mov-
ing to the capital.
“The Montana race is rarely 
mentioned here outside the context 
of other important Senate races,” 
she said. “Even then it gets limited 
coverage.”
Tokle added that national poll-
ing of the Montana Senate race is 
done only every couple of weeks, 
whereas other Senate races in 
swing states are polled every few 
days. She visits www.realclear-
politics.com about twice a week to 
check for updates but resorts to vis-
iting the websites of Montana news 
outlets for more current informa-
tion.
“Having worked for that 
campaign and seeing how 
mobilized people are across the 
country, I would think the Montana 
Senate race would get more press 
here in D.C.,” she said.
It wasn’t until a hurricane 
threatened to wreak havoc on the 
entire eastern seaboard that people 
stopped talking about the elec-
tion. I waited in line for 30 minutes 
at the grocery store with jugs of 
water in my hands and a basket 
overflowing with dried food dan-
gling from my forearm. We didn’t 
know where Sandy would hit. The 
networks told us the storm could 
knock out power for days – possi-
bly even weeks.
Although I never lost power 
because Sandy turned north, the 
federal government and public 
transportation closed for two days. 
Reporters left their suits at home 
and donned heavy-duty raincoats 
to address the nation from streets 
covered by three feet of water. No 
one else dared venture outside, al-
beit a few intoxicated interns from 
my apartment complex dressed in 
bikinis.
People in Washington still talk 
about the storm, but the conversa-
tion has shifted to political reper-
cussions. Will voters in the hard-hit 
areas be able to travel to the polls? 
Will Chris Christie’s positive com-
ments about the president’s re-
sponse to the hurricane hurt Mitt 
Romney on Tuesday?
I can’t help but ask these ques-
tions along with everyone else. I 
religiously read the Post’s election 
coverage. I check Twitter for the lat-
est news. I can’t even go on a date 
without bringing up the election.
Tuesday morning, I sat on the 
Metro and wondered whether I’d 
fall asleep knowing who would live 
in the White House the next four 
years. I became so lost in thought 
that I missed my stop.
I’m no better than the man 
whose paper I bumped into in Sep-
tember. Despite my best intentions, 
one thing’s certain: Once you’re in, 
there’s no escaping the bubble.
Amy Sisk is a journalism student at 
the University of Montana. She lives in 
Washington, D.C. where she’s complet-
ing an internship through The Wash-
ington Center.
amy.sisk@umontana.edu
Amy R. Sisk
Montana Kaimin
Navigating the Washington bubble 
Chester Sykes hands out copies of Tuesday’s Washington Examiner newspaper to passersby in downtown Washington, D.C.                                                  Amy R. Sisk/Montana Kaimin
@sarahdayso Tweet about my political opinion? Nope rather would stick my head in an oven. #ivoted but don›t need to share @DJ_Laura_
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Beers and Ballots: A night at the Union
Eben Keller
Montana Kaimin
@awsak Saddest news of election night so far: Elks ATM is out of order. Bar is cash only. Sad face. #mtpol
Tommy Martino/Montana Kaimin
Patrons awaiting election results pack the Union Club Bar Tuesday night. 
If you remember last night, 
then you are doing elections 
wrong.
More than 30 people with 
their hands stuffed tightly 
into their pockets stood out-
side in the cold. Some smoked 
cigarettes. Some stared long-
ingly through the glass doors 
of the Union. 
The bar was already run-
ning 30 people over capac-
ity, and it appeared political 
bowler hats were a mandatory 
accessory. Put the damn thing 
on, unless you hate freedom.
Inside the claustrophobic-
cantina, there was no hope for 
movement without rubbing 
naughty bits on a stranger. 
Sorry, guy with a particularly 
thick wallet, my package may 
have bumped you. Lose a few 
credit cards, huh?
Five TVs mounted to wood-
en pillars — far from the reach 
of any drunk who would 
rather turn on Nick at Nite — 
played a variety of democratic 
propaganda. Bright green 
beer-stained covers hid the 
pool tables from typical bar-
goers and their typical bar 
activities. Blue and red charts 
of America glowed from com-
puter screens. 
Jumbo pizza boxes covered 
entire tables. If you hadn’t 
seen enough American flags 
and red, white and blue sym-
bolism, Tuesday was the night 
to get your fill of vitamins U, 
S and A. Frilly drapings cov-
ered the walls, and suddenly 
even the blue and red beer 
labels seemed patriotic — no 
matter how much they tasted 
like bubbly, alcoholic water.
Old, gray-haired, scarf-
and-turtleneck-wearing mem-
bers of high society bumped 
shoulders with bandana-
and-skinny-jean-clad youths. 
People squatted next to tables, 
sat on floors or stood in mas-
sive groups. If you were lucky 
enough to get your hands on 
a chair, don’t get up. You’d 
lose that wooden throne fast-
er than 20-inch rims in the 
‘hood. 
A man wearing a light blue 
collared shirt stood up pe-
riodically to hoarsely shout 
election results to a crowd 
more interested in slurring 
political ideologies at one an-
other. Still, every time he fin-
ished listing two names and 
two numbers, the few people 
within earshot cheered and 
clapped. 
Suddenly Romney took 
the televised stage. The 230 
people in the bar began to 
shush those who were talk-
ing, drinking, or shushing 
too loudly. Two minutes into 
his concession speech, the 
quiet bar could’ve calmed 
the librarians-in-training. As 
Romney thanked voters, the 
bar-goers exchanged pats on 
the back, and congratulatory 
cheers echoed. 
“He’s talking about you 
man!” said one inebriated 
friend to another.
With crowds standing un-
der the TVs, necks craning to 
catch a glimpse of some sort 
of human emotion, maybe 
even sadness, from the Mor-
mon Wonder, the bar stayed 
quiet for a record-breaking 
two-and-a-half minutes. 
As every comedian’s fa-
vorite punch line walked off 
stage, the drunken electorate 
cheered and waved a final 
goodbye to the man in the red 
tie.
eben.wragge-keller@umontana.edu
Watch Montana voters at the polls at 
www.montanakaimin.com
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If I ever meet the people who’ve been writing and delivering all of these nega-
tive campaign ads to my house, I’m going to buy them a round. Each political 
side’s ability to insinuate the most ridiculous things about each other without 
actually breaking a law or stating a fact is impressive.
 I swear, if I were to walk out to my mailbox, pull out the latest logroll of election 
ads, and see Dennis Rehberg with devil horns, a pitchfork, and a caption hinting 
at accusations of running a baby dungeon, I would not be the least bit surprised.
Election memes have been pretty great  this year. From Clint East-
wood talking to a chair to Will.i.am playing a remix of the Sesame-
street theme, it’s been a solid season of sound bites. When Joe Biden 
says something is a “bunch of malarkey,” I don’t really believe him, 
but I love that he busts out “malarkey” on a national stage.  
But of course, the winning horse belongs to Gov. Romney — aka  
R-Money — and his hot new record, “Binder$ Fulla Women.”
I’m sorry Ohio, but I hate to see you go. I don’t care that you’ve 
got way more influence over the presidential election than one state 
should. I love the way your opinionated old men look when the moon-
light hits the old-timey diner just so.  
The only thing that eases the pain is the knowledge that, about four 
years from now, we’ll have another chance for an autumn romance. 
Infantile name-calling is the best.  “I’m rubber.  You’re glue.” It’s a 
classic because it’s unbeatable. Politicians know this, and that’s why 
they start dropping name bombs early on in a campaign in order to 
energize the political base.
“Romney Hood.” “Mittens.” “Nobama.”
How can you top a devastatingly derogatory smart-bomb like 
“Obummer?” How about Obama giving an interview in Rolling Stone 
magazine in which he calls his opponent a “bullsh***er.” Looks like 
playtime is over.
Watching politicians trying to relate to the common voter by playing 
well-known but unintentionally hilarious songs at their stump speech-
es is the best part of election season. Yes. We won’t stop believing.  
We promise.
While campaigning in Philadelphia last Sunday, Romney took the 
stage with the “Rocky” theme (duh) pumping from the speakers. Who 
cares if Rocky is a film about a white guy who eventually gets beaten 
by a black guy? Rocky gets the girl in the end, and everyone knows 
that Adrian is one hot … whoops, fail.  
Election season is over people! 
We complain about all the ads and 
nonstop political coverage on TV, 
but let’s face it:  We kind of like it. 
And why not?  So many things 
about election season bring the 
best out of our society.  
Insightful, thought-provoking 
political banter at the local bar 
Christopher Allen
Montana Kaimin
reaches an annual high.  Demo-
crats, Republicans and Super PACs 
spend hundreds of millions of dol-
lars on campaign ads, and then 
talk about their plans to create jobs 
and cut taxes. And all the unde-
cided voters — aka people who 
need attention — get to experience 
democracy in its purest form.
It’s a thrilling comedy of errors, 
and I’m dreading the withdrawals.
christopher.allen@umontana.edu
@chrisrockozfan Mitt Romney reminds me of that kid in class that reminded the teacher about last night’s homework. #VoteObama #ivoted
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@TeaPartyCat Judging by these maps, Mitt Romney is really popular in parts of the country that are mostly empty. #election2012
The most surprising aspect 
of this race was the certainty 
of the results on election night, 
Muste said.
“Obama’s victory is not 
something a lot of people 
would have predicted,” Muste 
said. “More importantly, many 
people suspected that, win or 
lose, the race would be so close 
it would be days before we 
knew the results.”
The win for Obama will 
strengthen his hand when it 
comes to negotiations with Re-
publicans, Muste said.  
“I think he’ll be able to sit 
down and say to the Republi-
cans, ‘Let’s stop playing poli-
tics,’” he said. “He has a lot 
more credibility now, espe-
cially compared to four to six 
months ago.”
While Obama’s budget plans 
probably will not raise most 
Americans’ taxes, Muste said 
it is likely Obama will work to 
ensure George W. Bush’s tax 
cuts expire.
Beyond the economy, gay 
marriage was highly contested 
in this election. Muste said it 
is not clear what Obama’s next 
move should be. 
“In his first term he was able 
to repeal ‘don’t ask, don’t tell,’ 
and I think the LGBT commu-
nity really approved of that,” 
he said. “I think the most he 
can do is make supportive 
statements for the LGBT com-
munity, but it’s something he 
has to move cautiously on. 
Moving forward too quickly in 
a country that’s not ready for 
it might create an opportunity 
for Republicans to move in and 
gain support.”
Arens said while he hopes 
that in the next four years there 
will be complete acceptance for 
the LGBT community, it’s not 
the number-one issue he hopes 
Obama will address.
“Even though (environmen-
tal issues) can be unpopular, I 
think the most important thing 
that Obama needs to do is to 
really begin giving a lot of his 
attention to environmental leg-
islation,” Arens said.
The path to alternative fuel 
seems to be in Obama’s fu-
ture, Muste said, but it involves 
some compromises the envi-
ronmental community might 
not be happy with. 
The clearest likely compro-
mise is the approval of the Key-
stone XL Pipeline in exchange 
for support and funding for 
alternative fuels, Muste said. 
The pipeline would transport 
oil from the Alberta tar sands 
to Texas, but he said the envi-
ronmental community would 
prefer further development of 
alternative energy sources.
Muste said the re-election 
puts Obama in a position to 
push his national health care 
agenda through in 2013 and 
2014.
“The Republicans tried to 
really make a huge deal about 
this program,” Muste said. 
“Romney even (brought) it up 
several times in the third de-
bate, which was mainly about 
foreign policy. This re-election 
will make it very difficult 
to make a case for blocking 
Obamacare.”
The economy dominated 
the discussion during the three 
presidential debates, as both 
candidates tried to prove their 
policies stimulated growth and 
increase consumer confidence. 
Obama focused on tax breaks 
for the middle class and has 
proposed raising taxes on the 
wealthy. 
“I have said that for incomes 
over $250,000 a year, that we 
should go back to the rates that 
we had when Bill Clinton was 
president,” Obama said during 
the first debate.
Romney said he wanted to 
stimulate small businesses to 
build the private sector. In the 
same debate Romney said the 
best way to build the econo-
my and balance the budget is 
through tax breaks for busi-
nesses. 
“My priority is jobs. And so 
what I do is I bring down the 
tax rates (and) lower deduc-
tions and exemptions,” Rom-
ney said. “That’s by far the 
most effective and efficient way 
to get this budget balanced.”
Historically, an incumbent 
president coming out of such 
a poor economy would have 
had very little support. In 1980, 
for example, Jimmy Carter lost 
to Ronald Reagan during a 
time of slow economic growth. 
Carter carried only 49 electoral 
votes in that election. 
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
care for veterans. The 56-year-
old farmer from Big Sandy is 
pro-choice and against same-
sex marriage, although he does 
support civil unions. 
University of Montana his-
tory professor Linda Frey, who 
appeared in several ads sup-
porting Rehberg, said she be-
lieves Tester’s lead is related 
to the re-election of President 
Barack Obama.
“I think it means that per-
haps Montanans were sym-
pathetic to Obama’s policies,” 
Frey said. “I’m just not sure 
(Tester) puts Montana above 
party.”
Tester’s top campaign fi-
nancers include the League 
of Conservation Voters and 
JPMorgan Chase & Co., while 
groups like Majority PAC is-
SENATE
From page 1
sued attack ads on Rehberg. 
They often criticized Rehberg 
for voting against minimum 
wage increases and cutting 
student loans, while voting to 
increase his own pay.
Rehberg, a 57-year-old Bill-
ings native, has served as 
Montana’s U.S. House Rep-
resentative since 2001. He is 
a pro-life conservative who 
supports repealing the 2010 
Affordable Care Act and add-
ing an amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution that would ban 
same-sex marriage. He is also 
in favor of extending the Eco-
nomic Growth and Tax Relief 
Reconciliation Act of 2001 and 
the Jobs and Growth Tax Re-
lief Reconciliation Act of 2003, 
commonly referred to as the 
“Bush tax cuts.”
Rehberg received major 
campaign contributions from 
corporations like Alliance Re-
source Partners and Exxon Mo-
bil, while groups such as Cross-
roads GPS released attack ads 
against his opponent, Tester. 
Many pro-Rehberg ads stated 
that Tester voted with Presi-
dent Barack Obama 95 percent 
of the time and emphasized 
that the national debt increased 
while Tester was in office.
The final results will 
be available online at 
montanakaimin.com  as they 
appear.
austin1.green@umontana.edu
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Missoula residents who chose 
to vote at the Missoula County 
Fairgrounds Tuesday afternoon 
Jessica Roden
Montana Kaimin
Students caught in fairground voting fiasco
were told they could have to wait 
up to three hours before they could 
join the voting queue. 
In midafternoon, a backlog of 
200 people sat outside the main 
building waiting for their numbers 
to be called by a sole college stu-
dent in an orange vest. 
Rebecca Connors, the coordi-
nator for the venue, said her team 
was struggling to keep up with 
the excess of voters, despite having 
30 employees, which is more than 
they’ve had in previous years.
“We’re at full-scale, and we’re 
trying our best,” she said. 
Connors said there were not 
enough funds allocated to employ-
ing more people, which would 
have cut down voters’ waiting 
time. 
Sandy Whalen, a University of 
Montana student who was voting 
for the first time, said she waited 
for two hours before her number 
was called. After that, she waited 
in line again for her turn to vote.
“It was tedious but fairly 
straightforward,” Whalen said. 
Another UM student, Evan 
Cummings, was told at 3 p.m. he 
would have to wait for three hours 
before he could join the voting. He 
decided to go home and get his 
homework before returning.
“Registering slipped my mind, I 
was busy,” Cummings said. “Now 
I am paying the price.”
One complaint was that there 
were neither signs nor officials in-
forming voters where to get a ticket, 
said Kayje Booker from the organi-
zation Forward Montana. The orga-
nization helped at the event as a third 
party to assist voters in the process. 
Jack Connors, the oranged-vest-
ed student, said most people were 
handling the wait well. However, 
when Jack told a voter the wait 
time, the voter uttered an expletive.
Jack’s job was to give people 
tickets then walk around and have 
batches of 25 voters join the voting 
queue. He said it was his first year 
doing it.
“It will be a while but we’ll get 
everyone in,” Jack said. 
When people left work around 
5 p.m. there was a huge rush of 
voters Connors said. Although the 
polling station stopped accepting 
new voters to the queue at 8 p.m., 
those already waiting were there 
until approximately 11:30 p.m. 
Voters at the fairgrounds who 
required provisional ballots faced 
a longer wait, Connors said. Provi-
sional ballots are given when there 
are questions regarding a voter’s 
eligability. 
“Everyone is a little grumpy 
from the wait, which is to be ex-
pected. But when they finally get 
their ballot, they’re chipper,” Con-
nors said. “They know it’s over.” 
jessica.roden@umontana.edu
Thom Bridge/Montana Kaimin
Voters wait in line at the Missoula County Fairgrounds, on Tuesday afternoon. Some people said they waited 
more than two hours to cast their ballot while others turned away at the sight of the lines.
YOUR
COMMENTS
I was asked for my ID and had to verify my address. I 
feel so violated.
Toni Rena
What is wrong with people?!? With early voting and 
mail-in ballots, why wait until the last minute??? I guar-
antee people did not use the time to make a better informed decision.
Adam Keele
 i voted from the comfort of my couch with an absentee 
ballot about a month ago :)
Matthew John Cragwick
@tjjackson Congrats to President Obama! He inherited an unfair and historic mess and has made great strides mending alreready. #4moreyears#obama2012
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
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                PERSONALS 
Check out your Pleasurable 
Possibilities TODAY from 10-2 in 
the U.C.    
 
                 SERVICES 
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2012. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540
     THIS DAY IN HISTORY
November 7, 1916: Jeannette 
Rankin of Montana becomes the 
first woman elected to the U.S. 
Congress.
        QUOTE OF THE DAY
“You cannot escape the 
responsibility of tomorrow by 
evading it today.” 
 -Abraham Lincoln
         SONG OF THE DAY
Every Language is a Waterfall - 
        Coldplay vs. Porter Robinson
Meghan Nolt/ Montana Kaimin
Cardboard Obama awaits election results with students in the Tech Lounge of the University Center during the Presidential Fight Night event Tuesday. The Student Involvement Net-
work hosted the event with food, games and prizes. 
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